REVIEWS 


The Treatment of Fractures. By Chas. Locke Scudder, M.D., 
Assistant in Clinical and Operative Surgery, Harvard University Medical 
School; Surgeon to the Out-patient Department, Massachusetts General 
Hospital. Third edition, thoroughly revised, with 645 illustrations. 
Philadelphia and London : W. B. Saunders & Co. 1902. 

The third edition of Dr. Scudder’s excellent work opens abruptly 
with the consideration of fractures of the skull. Here, as throughout the 
book, he deals at considerable length with features which pertain not 
alone to the treatment, but which are inseparable from other general 
considerations. For example, in this chapter he goes rather exten¬ 
sively into the matter of hemorrhages, both intra- and extracranial, 
along with brain lacerations, compression, exudations, etc., evidently 
holding that the prognosis and treatment of skull injuries depend 
rather upon the condition of the soft parts within and without than 
upon the mere lesion of the bone. Throughout the work also he con¬ 
siders symptoms at length, all of which makes the work much more 
complete and valuable, but goes a little beyond its announced scope. 
Differential diagnosis, even, is carefully considered, and he takes pains 
to emphasize the fact that an unconscious man with a scalp wound and 
a breath smelling of liquor is not necessarily drunk, but may have an 
intracranial lesion. 

In the treatment of fractures of the jaw he portrays a number of 
interdental splints, and shows how the less elaborate of them may be 
constructed by a surgeon who is not trained in the technique of the 
dentist. He gives an excellent description of the symptoms of fracture 
of the spine, and even goes to the length of illustrating transverse sec¬ 
tions of the cord, showing the effects of hemorrhage and laceration. 
He takes the ground that in partial lesions operation may be called for, 
that it is always justified in fractures of the laminae and spines as well as 
in all lesions of the cauda equina, whereas in nearly all complete lesions 
it is contraindicated. He thinks that in these latter cases the expectant 
method of treatment is best, but advises correction of deformity when 
present and immobilization of the spine in a plaster jacket. 

In discussing treatment of fractured clavicle he has failed to refer to 
the important demonstration which we owe to the late Dr. Moore, of the 
relations of the pectoral muscle to the collar-bone, and the advantage 
which may be taken of these to secure better position of fragments. 
The same is true of the studies of separation of the upper epiphysis of 
the humerus, the displacements of which were carefully studied by Moore. 
The author seems keenly alive to the importance of the so-called carry¬ 
ing function and angle at the elbow, upon which Allis insisted years ago, 
and recognizes the position of the internal condyle as the key to the 
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situation. The advantage of confinement in bed with traction in 
proper direction in the treatment of certain fractures of the humerus 
is not alluded to. He apparently does not favor wiring a fractured 
olecranon when the fracture is not open. For Colles’ fracture he 
seems to prefer padded wooden splints to other treatment, and here 
again he has practically disregarded the advantage of Moore’s teaching 
on this subject. 

He goes quite fully into the diagnosis and treatment of fractures of 
the hip, and wisely warns against prolonged search for crepitus and 
against all unnecessary movement. He recommends the Thomas splint 
when the fixation method is thought wise. His directions for treatment 
of fracture of the thigh are excellent, although he seems to be no friend 
of anterior suspension. It is rather curious that, although this method 
originated in the East, its present advocates seem largely confined to the 
West. But cursory mention is made of fat-embolism on page 322, 
although it would seem to deserve much more careful consideration. 
The author recommends operation for fracture of the patella only when 
it can be done with exceptional judgment and great skill, and not in 
cases where the separation of fragments is less than an inch. His posi¬ 
tion in this last regard seems to us ultra-conservative. He has very 
little to say concerning ambulatory treatment in the body of the book, 
but devotes a concluding chapter to the subject. He seems to think 
that plaster furnishes us about the best method for this purpose. 
There are chapters also on Anatomical Facts Regarding Epiphyses, on 
Gunshot Fractures, including some interesting illustrations borrowed 
from recent sources, and on the use of the Rontgen rays, the last being 
contributed by Dr. Codman. 

Finally, while saying very little about piaster splints in the body of 
the work, he devotes a chapter to the subject at the end, in which he 
ofiers suggestions concerning, and illustrations of, moulded and other 
plaster splints that might well have been introduced into the body of the 
work. In our own opinion nearly all rigid splints for fractures of the 
upper extremity can be best made of moulded plaster, and the others 
might well be thrown away. 

The work is most valuable and suggestive throughout, and is more 
than a treatise on treatment. It is essentially a work on the general 
subject of fractures, omitting all considerations of surgical pathology. 
It is lavishly illustrated, averaging more than one illustration to a page, 
and will make a valuable addition to the library of every one who 
expects to ever treat cases of this kind. R. P. 
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Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1903. 

Therapeutics is well represented in this volume by Gardiner on a 
“ Sanatory Tent for Tuberculous Patients,” who illustrates fully by draw¬ 
ings his idea of a feasible plan whereby they may obtain all the bene¬ 
fits of open-air treatment. Stern offers an elaborate and thorough 
paper on “ Gastric Catarrh,” while de Santi takes up in a practical way 
the “Early Diagnosis and Treatment of Malignant Laryngeal Dis- 



